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EXTRACTS PEOM THE ORDERLY-BOOK OF CAPTAIN" 
JOHN NICE, THIRTEENTH PENNSYLVANIA LINE. 

CONTRIBUTED BY MISS HENRIETTA COOPER, HADDONFIELD, N.J. 

[The following orders are taken from the Orderly-Book of Captain 
John Nice, Thirteenth Pennsylvania Line, commanded by Colonel 
Walter Stewart, and have been selected for their local as well as gen- 
eral interest.] 

Head-quakters, August ye 1", 1777. 1 
By Express from His Excellency Gen 1 Washington re- 
ceived a few hours past, ye General is directed to acquaint 
hoth officers and soldiers, that they are not to go into the 
City of Philadelphia without a permit from a General Offi- 
cer. Any officer that disobeys will be arrested, and any sol- 
dier that attempts to go will be severely punished. All ye 
General Officers are requested not to grant permission to 
any person, unless it be to execute business of real necessity. 
Commanding Officers of Regiments are directed to have 
returns made out immediately, of ye arms out of Repair 
in the Regt., and ye number wanting to furnish each man 
fit for duty. The arms in each Regt. that want no repairs 
to be cleaned and put in the best order for action. None 
of the guards' Arms are to be loaded, until further orders. 
All the arms that are loaded, of each Reg* to be drawn at 
some proper place under ye Direction of ye Commanding 
Officer of ye Reg' or one of } r e field Officers. "Wanton waste 
of ammunition cannot be justifiable. The Quarter Masters 
of each Regiment are directed to see that their men are 
provided with wood for cooking. Ye Quarter Master Gen- 
eral of each Division, will direct the Quarter masters where 

1 This order was issued from the camp Dear Schuylkill Falls, and is 
described by Mr. Baker in his article "The Camp by Schuylkill Falls," 
Penjsa. Mag., Vol. XVI. p. 32. 
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to cut Wood. No fences are to be burnt on any account. 
The Officers of every Rank are requested to protect the 
Inhabitants from personal insults and their Property being 
plundered. 

Head-quarters, Germantown, August 2nd, 1777. 

Major General Greene orders ye troops to be immediately 
furnished with two Days provisions and hold themselves 
in Readiness to march in a moments warning. The tents 
to be carried separate from all other Baggage. No Officer 
nor Soldier to be absent from Camp on any account. The 
General expects particular attention will be paid to these 
orders. The returns called for in yesterdays orders, to be 
made forthwith. The Commanding Officer of each Regt. 
to appoint an officer to procure such clothing ye men are in 
want of without delay. 

Head-quarters, August 4th, 1777. 

In present marching state of the Army, every iucum- 
berance proves greatly prejudicial to the Service. The 
multitude of women in particular . . . are a clog on every 
movement. The Commander in Chief therefore earnestly 
commends it to the Officers Commanding Brigades and 
Corps, to use every reasonable method in their Power to 
get rid of all such as are not absolutely necessary, and the 
admission or continuance of any who shall or may have 
come to the Army since its arrival in Pennsylvania, it is 
positively forbidden. To which point the Officers will give 
particular attention. Pay rolls for the month of July are 
to be made out immediately and lodged with the Paymas- 
ter General for examination. The Officers commanding 
Corps will be answerable for the execution of these orders. 
A General Court Martial is to sit to-morrow, at 9 o'clock in 

the morning near Judge Quarters by Schuylkill falls, 

for the trial of all such persons as shall be brought before 
it. Col. James Wood is appointed President of the Court. 
Regimental Surgeons are to send all their sick to the Gen- 
eral Hospital in Philadelphia. 



Extracts from the Orderly-Book of Captain John Nice. 361 

Camp Germantown, August 5 th , 1777. 
B. O. Officers commanding Companies are to have their 
Muster Rolls ready by tomorrow morning, when the Muster 
Master is to attend to .muster the men. A return of arms 
and accoutrements wanting to complete each Regt. to be 
given to the Major of Brigade, as soon as possible. The 
troops are not allowed to cut down any Wood, in the front 
of the camp. The Regimental Quartermaster to see that 
"Wood is brought in for the men to cook with. 

Head-quarters near Germantown, Aug. 6th, 1777. 
A Board of General Officers consisting of all the Majors 
and Brigade Generals in Camp, are to sit tomorrow at 10 
o'clock in the forenoon at General Stephen's Quarters, at 
Doctor Smith's house near Schuylkill Falls, to make en- 
quiry why the pay abstracts are not regularly made out and 
lodged with the Paymaster General according to orders. 
The pay abstracts of every Regt. and Corps in the Army 
for the month of July and any time preceeding that month, 
for which they have not been made out, are to be delivered 
to the Paymaster General by Monday next. The Officers 
commanding Regts. and Corps will be answerable for the exe- 
cution of this order and every officer who does not deliver 
in his abstract punctually by the time assigned may depend 
upon being arrested and tried for disobedience of orders, 
unless there are reasons which may render it impracticable 
for any to make out and deliver their Abstracts by that time 
and in that case they are to appear tomorrow and lay their 
reasons before the above-mentioned Board of General Offi- 
cers. If they do not, it will be taken for granted that no 
such Reason exists. Joseph Ward Esq. Commissary Gen- 
eral of Musters will attend the same Board to assign the 
reasons why the Regt" and Corps of the Army, have not 
now been generally mustered. The Regimental Paymas- 
ters are immediately to apply for warrants to receive the 
pay for the several Corps for the month of June as the 
time is uncertain when the Army will march but may be 
very soon and sudden. All Officers and Soldiers are to keep 
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near their Quarters and such Officers as had leave to go 
to Philadelphia are to return, and none permitted to go 
thither but upon real necessary Business, which being fin- 
ished, they are immediately to join their respective Corps. 
Whenever the Army moves it will possibly be necessary 
that it march with the utmost celerity, the tents therefore, 
agreeable to former orders, are to be lodged in wagons by 
themselves, and in such manner that they may without 
difficulty keep up with the troops. For the same reasons 
ye Officers will take only a few Articles of Clothing, such 
as shall be indispensably necessary, leaving the bulk of their 
Baggage to be brought after them, and in order to facilitate 
the march ye Quarter Master General is to provide as many 
wagons as shall be necessary to carry the men's packs. 
But these packs are not to be suffered that are loads of 
useless trumpery and from ye size of many, there is good 
reason to suppose is now the case, and the Officers are to 
see that they are not, for which purpose the Commander in 
Chief most earnestly desires and expects that the Officers 
particularly inspect the packs of their men and select only 
such Articles as are necessary and useful. Pursuant to a 
resolve of Congress of ye 16th of July last the Officers 
commanding Regiments and Corps are directed that in 
case they have any sergeants, corporals, Drummers, or pri- 
vates — men incapable of doing field Duty, such men should 
be examined by the Director General of the Hospital, or 
some other physician or Surgeon, and if judged fit for 
garrison duty, they are not to be discharged, but trans- 
ferred to ye Invalid Corps and sent to Philadelphia as soon 
as possible. Men having only one leg, or one arm each 
off, but otherwise capable of doing garrison duty, are to 
be deemed properly recruits for this Corps. 



